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Back in play: the AFL star who fought cancer and won

Matcotm Conn

didn’

ADAM Ramanauskas is a remark-
able young man about to complete a
life-threatening journey.

Tomorrow night, the Essendon
midfielder wilk line up for his first
AFL game in more than two years,
after beating a third bout of cancer.

1 didn’t expect anything like fhis
but Pli take the opportunity with
B open arms,* the 26-year-old said at
Essendon’s Windy Hill headguar-
ters before training yesterday. “It
vﬁh alol on things to bed for me.”
player with the

Bombers and adrired for his cheek
and banter, Ramanauskas admitted
that being part of the club as a
spedalist_coach and mentor while
fighting his llness had helped to
maintain his wellbeing.

Playing again, which he achieved
in late April with Essendon’s feeder
team, the Bendigo Bombers, was a
bonus; returning to AFL football
tomorrow night will be a dream.

My main focus has always been
just to get healthy again and I've
said that all along” he said

“My first game for Bendigo was a
major success for me, and I guess

siow my first game for Essendon is
another major success. But in saying
that, if 'm healthy and not playing
footy Pm just as happy as w

Now he is back in action, Rama-
nauskas intends to be around for
quite some time.

“Until someone tells me 1 can’t
do this any more, I will try as hard as
1 can lo keep going,” he said.

First diagnosed with . cancer in
2003, Ramanauskas was back play-
ing again in eight weeks following
surgery, but the cancer had returned
by the end of the season, requiring
more surgery.

He played all of the following
year, but last appeared for Essendon
i early 2005, when a serious knee
injury ruined his season.

‘Adfurther diagnosis of cancer early
last year rocked Ramanauskas and
his teammates.

“When the boys were over at my
house and I told them, Pl be :o:ﬁr
Ldidn’t think I"d play footy agair,”
Ramanauskas said.

It is a mornent his good friend and
former captain James Hird remem-
bers well

1t was a pretty surreal night at
his house," said Hird, who will

celebrate his 250th game against
Geelong tomorrow night during the
last year of a highly decorated
career. “We all sat_there in shock,
No ore was aying or overtly
emotional, but we couldn’t believe
‘what was happening.

“All every person in_that room
would have thought was for Rama to
be healthy again. We thought there
was no way we would have him
again as our leammate playing
footy. And we’ve missed him.” o

Hird said his 250th game meant
nothing commpared with the return of
Ramanauskas. “It’s a wonderfol

thing — the fight he’s gone through

and the strength of character he’s

had to get there,” Hird said.
“He’s had a lot of support from

ball Club — but ultimately it’s come
down to himself and the drive he’s
put in, and just his want to be around
this place

“Just having Adam well, fit and
healthy, it’s more important to us
than him playing footy. 1 know it
sounds sifly, but it’s a greater relief
and a greater moment than even
him running out and playing footy.”

PM to stand firm on :.mn

Defence warns of
terror nuke threat

Patrick Walters
National security editor

JOHN Howard will today rule
out an imminent withdrawal of
Australian combat troops from
fraq, staking an election-year
position on staying the course in
the Middle East.

The Prime Minister will spell
out an unambiguous commit-
ment to a long-term Australian
oilitary presence in Irag and
Afghanistan.

Tn a major security speech, Mr
Howard will stress the stark
«consequences of a failure by the
US and its allies to secure Iraq.

He will argue that the military
coalition cannat allow weariness,
frustration or political conven-
jence to dictate strategy in Iraq.

Austratia’s 550-strong combat
forces will not be withdrawn uatit
the Iragi Government says they
are no fonger required

the peace and siability of those
countries, but also because the
outcome will influence how the
US will deal with future global
security challenges.

A critical danger remains the
prospect of terror groups such as
al-Qa’ida getting hold of weap~
ons of mass destruction, including
nudear wezpons.

ingly, military technol-

A similar must be
‘made ta Afghanistan, with the US
and its allies supporting the
moderateKarzai Government

Mr Howard today will launch a
new defence policy statement,
which underscores the strategic
importance of the Middle East to
global security and Australia’s
broader national interests.

The document wams of a far
more complex and challenging
global environment facing Aus-
tralia’s military.

It says Australia®s new security
challenges dictate a military force
ablenot auly to play a lead role in
the neighbourhood, but also to
operate in an expanded range of
operations forther afield with
close allies.

“Australia will aim to make
significant to coali-

ogy once available only to nation
states is being used by terror
groups and other non-stafe
actors, Organisations such as al-
Qaida are unlikely to be deterred
from using WMDs by the threat
of military retaliation.

The update says extremist ter-
rorism continues to draw funding,
support and people from Middle
Eastern states.

“For as long as that is true,
Australia and like-minded coun-
tries need to fight tercorism at its
source rather than wait for it to
come to our shores.””

*To help defeat terrorism Aus-
tralia must have patience, a sus-
tained military commitment, a
willingness to adapt to conditions
on the ground and work closely
with our friends and allies””

Tt forecasts the defence force

will 4 ingly be called on to

tion operations where our
national interests are closely

engaged,” the document says,
‘with military contributions rang-
ing from war-fighting to human-
itarian missions.

Aastralia’s national interests
are not spread uniformly across
the globe, but nor do they decline
in proportion to the distance from
“‘gur shoreline”.

For the foreseeable future,
there will have to be a defence
focus on the Asia-Pacific region
and the Middle East.

““The nature of these individ-
wal contributions — their shape,

The 65-page defence update
declares that violent extremism
world for a generation “and
probably longer””.

It says the stakes are high in
Iraq and Afghanistas, not only for

fight irregular opponents and be
capable of mounting counter-
insurgency and counter-terrorism
operations.

While progress has been made
in Afghanistan, rebuilding the
economy and making the country
safe from the Taliban will take
many years.

The 2007 defence update, the
third since the publication of the
2000 white paper, says Australia
must plan prudently for threats
ranging from small-scale local
conflicts to “unanticipated state-
based conflict”.

“We are well-placed to play a
greater regional and global rale in
strengthening security, and we
have a solid track record working
with others to keep our region
peaceful™
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Mohamed Haneef’s sister

inwhi

and his mother Quathutain
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a oy of rcEmncEEm turns to trauma

New mother: Firdous Arshiya

Student: Mehamed Haneef

relatives and our neighbours.

Roshin Varghese
Bngalre nds Doctor part of ‘sleeper’ cell: police el
Hedley Thomas * Dr HaneeP’s brother Shoaib
. Hledley Thomas investigation, which will be thatalQa’ldawasrecruiting  said he had anly planmed to visit
IT should have been a joyous  markDodd boosted by the arrival today ofa  medical professionals. his famnily for about a fortnight.
reunion. At their comfortable Ppatrick Walters chief inspector from the Metro- Canon Andrew White told He said Dr Haneef planned to
apartment in a middleclass politan Pelice’s counter- The Times that he had been visit because his newly born
neighbourhood in the sprawling  POLICE h 1d Gold Coast d t»_wsuu Jor 1-Qw’ida daughter and niece had _w.%._ il
Indian city of Bangalore, the  Hospital staff who worked with Senlor government sources e He had bought & one-way ticket
Bty of Motamed Fnoet who  soubu doctor Maarmed Haneel (a6 slehtJoclingd o le ant the - omme e o N Do e arcs were oh
was expected on a flight from Ea_ss&__uag.s:&w ok b e those who care youwill kil because plane fares were cheaper
Brsane, were pufig e il ervoristlcepercolin Ausraia may have beena acltatoror 7O e claim comes as British His sister, Sumayya, 25, adds
celebration. E_ss_.sn e partofa possible “sleeper” cell  piice question seven suspects,  “We wani o speak fo him. T
Favourite meals had been OOONERSL B e G of wh request the Australian Govern-
planned by his mother and sister. . Ec .,wmamﬁrvsm. tentlon in Brtain. " or have medical ks, in reent to contact us so that we can
Friends and relatives had prom- against Dr Haneef, who has ol with car speak 1o him My brother is a
1010 drop by tocongratulsteDy  beenin custody sinceMonday  doclors in the foiled Lerrar bombings. Humble and good pesson. He is
Haneef on bis most quisnding night,his colleagues ve attncks in London and Glasgaw st reportfrom London 350 3 good student. Orly fast
achieverent yet — the of a N nth he wrote his examina-
b frs awm_pv. She was o have seriously policeare takingthe  claim yesterday hehad beentold ~ Continued —Page § o e vhoracter 15 like &
n named on his arrival . y mirror — clean.”
Tust elght days a¢o, the Gold  and depressed: her husband, held  Haneef was friendly. The dishon-  He is honourable Lok, he e famly 15 convinced he is

Coast Hospital doctor’s wife,
Firdous Asshiya, a 25-year-old
software engineer, had & caesar-
ean section. She has been recov-
ering at her father’s home in
Rangalore. Family members say
she Is now severely traumatised

in custody aRer his arrest at
Brisbane international airpart on
Monday night, has been linked in
thousands of reports throughout
the world with the British ferror
plot allegedly hatched by other
Mustim doctors with whom Dr

‘Australian last night

our for the family is incalculable.

His mother, Qurrathulain, 48,
dismisses any talk of her son
vm:.ﬁ a terrorist, or a member of

“My son
will never do anything Hke that.

he looks after our family.

halped get his sister married and

] have taught him never to
tell lies. He knows the importance
a “gleeper cell”. She told The of hard work and, above all,
family honour. He is a good
person, ask his college friends,

caught up by mistake in an
international frenty of panic over
terrorism.

‘When Stoaib, 20, answered his
Continued —Page 8
Editorial — Page 17

Parents
failing to
enrol kids

Patricla Karvetas
THOUSANDS of parents sus-

? and Community Ser-
vices Minister Mal Brough said
yesterday he believed thousands
of children, not only in indige-
nous communities, received no
education because their parents
failed to register them at
schools.

Mr Brough, who is behind 2
move to seize control of indige-
nous communities in the North-
ern Territory to eliminate child
abuse, said he would demand
states send him school attend-
ance lists to be cross-checked
against welfare records.

‘Any patents receiving welfare
who were not sending their
children to school would have
thelr welfare cheques quar-
antined.

“There will be thousands,”
Mr Brough told The Australian
yesterday. *f don't know the
number. We have to find that
out and we have to find what
circumstances those children
are tiving in and what we can do
to assist them and bring the
parents to account.

“They mark the roll every
day, but they can’t mark the roll
for a child that’s never been
(enrolled)”

As state education ministers
questioned his plans, Mr Brough
said he also wanted states 1o
provide truancy records to iden-
tify parents consistently tuming
2 blind eye to their children’s
failyre to attend school.

As 18 million parents receive
family payments, Labor is de-
manding to know how many
will be caught up in the welfare
control plan. The Government
is providing few details on what
will constitute truancy.
Continued —Page 4
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‘Doctor member of sleeper cell’
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POLICE have told Gold Coast Hospital staff who worked with young doctor Mohamed Haneef
that he may have been part of a terrorist sleeper cell in Australia with connections to the British

car bombing plot.

While no charges have been laid against Dr Haneef, who has been in custody since Monday
night, his colleagues have expressed alarm at how seriously police are taking the investigation,
which will be boosted by the arrival today of a chief inspector from the Metropolitan Police’s
counter-terrorism command.

Senior government sources last night declined to rule out the possibility that the Indian doctor may
have been a facilitator or part of a possible "sleeper” cell connected to the doctors now in
detention in Britain.

The alleged involvement of doctors in the foiled terror attacks in London and Glasgow prompted a
British cleric to claim yesterday he had been told that al-Qa‘ida was recruiting medical
professionals.

Canon Andrew White told The Times that he had been warned by a senior al-Qa'ida figure in Iraq
in April that "those who cure you will kill you".

The claim comes as British police question seven suspects, all of whom appear to be doctors or
have medical links, in connection with the botched car bombings.

Another report from London
Continued -- Page 8
From Page 1

suggested the prime suspect in the bombings, Mohammed Asha, was found to have had contact
with Dr Haneef via email and text messages. But the Indian High Commission and Dr Haneef's
wife insist he innocently left his mobile phone SIM card with another doctor in Britain who is now a
suspect.

Dr Haneef had worked in the English city of Liverpool before applying for a job in Queensland.
While his British registration expired on March 14, 2006, his Queensland registration did not
commence until September 4 and it is unclear what Dr Haneef did in the intervening six months.

After moving to the Gold Coast, Dr Haneef initially lived with his wife but she returned to
Bangalore, India, to give birth. After his daughter was born last week, the 27-year-old father
obtained emergency leave on Monday and booked a one-way ticket to India but was arrested at
Brisbane Airport that night, having reportedly been under surveillance for several days.

"He's being linked to this case only because of this SIM card,” Dr Haneef's wife Firdaus was
reported as saying yesterday. "He is innocent -- he was just coming to see his daughter.”

AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty said on Tuesday that Dr Haneef was detained on suspicion of
being “"connected to a terrorist group” based on information received from British authorities at the
weekend. Dr Haneef's friend and colleague, Mohammed Asif Ali, was also interviewed by police
and released without charge. Dr Haneef is understood to have left his laptop with Dr Ali.
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In interviews with police yesterday, hospital staff were told it was vital they provide any information
that might shed light on Dr Haneef's contacts and interests since he arrived.

"They were explaining why they needed to talk to us. They said they were worried about the
potential for sleeper cells,” a senior hospital source told The Australian. "They said the biggest
concern was the existence of a sleeper cell. They said they were taking it very seriously."

British authorities have made no request to extradite Dr Haneef, who is being held at the Brisbane
watch-house under Australia's controversial counter-terrorism laws.

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown last night responded to the failed car bombings by
announcing Britain would step up its background checks on all skilled migrant workers and review
the way the National Health Service recruited foreign staff.

Mr Brown told parliament the Government would expand its watch list of potential terrorists to
warn other countries faster about the movements of people who could prove dangerous.

John Howard did not rule out changes to the federal immigration scheme but said they would only
occur if problems were discovered in the vetting system.

"We have to get more information to see whether this incident has exposed any flaws because
nothing has been established," the Prime Minister said.

Mr Howard warned that background checks would not detect people who did not have criminal
records or any association with criminals or terrorists.

"There are other people who are complete cleanskins when they have their first involvement with
terrorism, they've had no previous association with terrorism," Mr Howard said. "And no matter
what checks and procedures you have, if a person has had no previous known association with a
terrorist activity, the first time he is involved in a terrorist act, the authorities don't have any history
against which to judge his conduct.”

Dr Haneef's recruitment to Queensland came after a backlash against overseas-trained doctors
over the Jayant Patel case, and a call for a recruitment drive by an official inquiry.

The Beattie Government placed job advertisements in overseas publications, including the British
Medical Journal.

Dr Haneef responded to a BMJ advertisement in March last year -- ahead of Premier Peter
Beattie's visit to Britain in May to host a series of recruitment seminars -- and was offered a job on
June 20.
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