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Visa E_msm
robs doctor
of freedom

Hedley Thomas
Kevin Meade

‘THE Howard Govemment has
used immigration laws to keep
Gold Coast doctor Mohamed
Haneef behind bars, circumvent-
ing a court order to free him after
federal prosecutors failed to con-

vince a magistrate the Indian-
born man was too dangerous to
release.

Immigration Minister Kevin
Andrews relied on unspecified
advice from the Australian Fed-
eral Police to revoke the 27-year-
old’s visa shortly after magistrate
Jacqui Payne agreed to release
the doctor on $10,000 bail.

‘While the decision was backed
by federal Labor, # prompted
outrage from Dr HaneePs law-
yers, many in the legal fraternity,

to_elaborate on what advice the
AFP had given the Government
on Dr Haneef, but insisted it was

Despite Ms Payne finding Dr
Haneef could be released to await
his next court appearance on
charges of “reckessly™ sup-
anE.ﬁ 2 terrorist e.nu:ﬁw:c:

r Andrews — citing
interest, national %aﬁ&: —
said it was not appropriate for
him to *“‘move freely in the
commuanity”,

Mr Andrews refosed to say if
the AFP had provided the Gov-

argued before Ms Payne. Bui
AFP sources said last night that
Mr Andrews would have been

Behind bars: z_ozmamn Haneef

INSIDE

While Kevin Andrews
undoubtedly has the
power to make this
call, it s a vindictive

that deserves unrelenting censure
Hedley Thomas ~Page4

shown information that was not
tendered to the courts. They said
police would have been free to
show the minister information
which they might not have been
able to put before a judge. AFP
Commissioner Mick Keelty said
through a spokeswoman it would
be inappropriate to comment.
Federal Opposition immigea-
tion spokesman Tony Burke
agreed that based on the infor-
mation that had been made
public, Mr Andrews had acted
appropriately. “On the informa-
tion he has presented today it
appears he has acted entirely
»cunoc:u‘n_w under the Migra-

- tion Act” Mr Burke said.

However, he said Labor would
seek its own briefings in relation
to Dr Haneef.

It is alleged that in Britain in
May last year, Dr Haneef gave a
phene SIM card to his cousin
Sabeel Ahmed, who has since
been charged with having infor-
mation that caald prevent an act
of terrorism.

The card was allegedly found
in the Jeep — driven by Ahmed’s

brother Kafeel —which was used
in the failed attack on Glasgow
airport.

Mr Ahmed’s lawyers last night
said he would plead not guilty.
In granting bail yesterday, Ms
Payne said commonwealth pros-
ecutors had not alleged Dr Ha-
neef had any direct association
‘with 2 terrorist organisation.
She also said there was no
evidence the SIM card was ac-
tually used in a terrorist attack.
Taking into account that Dr
Haneef had surrendered his In-
dian passport, Ms Payne allowed
bail on condition he provide a
$I0,000 surety and report to
police three times a week. Prose-
cutors_had opposed bail on the
grounds Dr Haneef was likely to
flee the country, even though he
had surrendered his passport.
‘The barrister who successfully
argued for Dr Haneef to be
released on bail described the
Andrews intervention  as
“grossly unfair’’, **An unbiased
observer might consider that the
commonwealth had thrown their
best shot at the umpire and
rejected her decision and taken
the rule book into their own
hands,” Stephen Keim SC said.
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New online link to plotters

Cameron Stewart

GOLD Coast doctor Moharned
Haneef was in frequent and
extensive contact with two men
at the centre of Britain’s car-
bomb plot on the eve of their
failed terror attacks.

attacks in Britain was not finked
10 family isses, as his relatives
have claimed,

Authorities believe Br Haneef
knew of the British plot, but have
et to determine if he played an
active part,

Indian authorities are examin-

eePs colleagues at Gold Coast
Hospital. His colleagues said Dr
Haneef had made no mention of
his planned trip to India, and had
commented aften about how well
it worked to have his family lving
in India while he was working in
Queensland.

ies believe Dr Han-

The Australian
online communication between
Dr Haneef and the bomd plotiers
was prolific and that authorities
have gathered significantly more
evidence against him than has
been disclosed publicly.

This includes evidence that Dr
Haneefs attempt two weeks ago
to leave Australia for India on a
one-way ticket after the terror

be-
tween Dr Haneef and a relative
in Bangalore sent hours before he
tried 1o leave the country,

In his message, Dr Haneef
made no mention of wanting to
leave Australia fo visit his baby,
born in Bangalore on June 27, or
for other family reasons.

This is supperted by testimony
given to authorities by Dr Han-

eef's attempted hasty exit from
Australia on July 2 was directly
linked to the arrest of his cousin
Kafeel Ahmed, who is near death
with barns to 90 per cent of his
body after the failed Glasgow
airport attack on June 30.
Computer records obtained by
authorities reveal Dr Haneef’s

Continued — Page 4

PM asks cabinet: Is it me?

The problem? john Howard yesterday asked cabinet colleagues if he was part of the problem for the Coalition

Shanahan
Political editor
JOHN Howard “bared his
throat” to his cabinet colleagues
yesterday inviting them to blame
‘him for the Coalition’s disastrous
polling resuits.

The Prime Minister asked an
electoral war cabinet in Canberra
“Am | the problem?,” inviting
his collea;

frank

But his coileagues were silent.

The cabinet meeting, ostensi-
bly called to discuss climate
<hange, became an open debate
about the Coalition’s dire polling
position.

Cabinet heard that the Coali-
tion’s longevity and that of Mr
Howard as Prme Minister, who
is mow Australia’s second oldest
living prime minister in office,

xz_ ! t.m problies?

or (5 it the voter?

after Sir Robert Menzies, was a
problem for the Goverament,

Cabinet sources said yesterday
that support was “rock solid”
behind Mr Howard and there
was no threat of any leadership
challenge.

One senior cabinet minister
told The Australian last night
that Mr Howard was straight
forward with his colleagues

about the downside of his long
period in office.

For months the Coalition has
been trailing the Labor Party in
the public polling and only in the
past week has Mr Howard drawn
level with Kevin Rudd as the
preferred prime minister in The
Australian’s Newspoll surveys.

Mr Rudd has defily countered
several atternpts by Mr Howard
1o regain the political initiative
by opening new veins of debate
facused on the theme that Mr
Howard has succumbed to arro-
gance.

Yesterday's cabinet meeting in
Canberra was seen as a political
strategy meeting with general
politics being discussed as well as
the details of the Coalition’s
response on climate.

Mr Howard opened proceed-
ings by calling for discussion on

Picture: Gary Ramage

the Government’s tenuous posi-
tion.

Several cabinet ministers said
it was fair to say Mr Howard had
“bared his throat” to his col-
leagues, and while there had
been some criticism of the gov-
ermment, there was ne sugges-
tion Mr Haward’s position was
under threat.

Indeed, other cabinet sources
were adamant that Peter Cost-
ello, the Government’s mainstay
and who was rejected by his
colleagues as an  alternative
leader exactly a year ago, would
not chaflenge.

There was not sign of any
seniors ministers prepared 1o
advocate a spill.

Last week the Newspoll survey
showed the Coalition _xzam
Labor on two-party-preferred
Continued — Page 2
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Territory
solution
on offer
for west

Patricia Karvelas
Amanda 0’Brien

THE Howard Government
wants to duplicate its dramatic
takeover of Northem Teritory
indigenous  communities in
Westem Australia in response
to a string of sex attacks in the
Kimberley town of Halls Creek,

Indigenous Affairs Minister
Mal Brough yesterday said the

West  Australian  indigenous
communities with soldiers and
doctors to stamp out sex abuse,

But Acting West Australian
Premier Eric Ripper said the
offer was a cunning political
trick that amounted to nothing.

As authorities continued to
conduct medical checks of chil-
dren in Northern Territory indi-
genous communities, federal
cabinet yesterday authorised a
similar package of measures for
Westem Australia.

But Mr Brough rejected a
West Australian request for
federal police help, saying the
Carpenter Government should
use its $2 billion budget surplus
to ::m rmore state police.

*What I gained approval for
from the cabinet today ... is to
provide all of the assistance that
we have provided to the North-
ern Territory, in the provision of
the military logistical support,
the medical provisions, all of
those other associated provi-
sions that we have,” Mr Brough

.a.:sq border.

“We can do all of that. The
one thing we cannot do is to
provide even more police to

provide community

ing

w.: Mr Ripper — who had
previously said “tents and
walkie-tatkies” would not solve

the problerns of indigenous
communities — said it was
“shameful™ that the common-
wealth wanted to play politics
on the issue.

““This issue is about the abuse
of women and children and we
want to work with the federal
Government to help stamp out
this terrible problem,” he said.
“*This js just not good enough.”

Mr Brough said Western Aus-
tralia’s primary constitutionat
responsibility was to keep its
ditizens  safe, by providing
enough police,

Another five child protection
workers flew to Halls Creek,
2000km north of Perth, yester-
day toassist 26 police investigat-
ing allegations of entrenched
child sexual abuse in the area,

In the past week, 12 Halls
Creek tesidents have been
charged with 31 offences, includ-
ing sexual penetration of a child
and indecent dealing.

Continued -~ Page 6
More reports - Page 6

Iraqi m%m:qﬁ.m was Iucrative but deadly for two of the country’s

New fathes: Brendan Hurst

‘Wanted out’: Justin Saint

Michael McKenna

THEY were young family men,
both with distinguished careers,
one in the army, the other with

Queensland Police.
But the chance at adventure
and, more importamlly a

$USI3,000-a-month  ($14,861)
cheque to share their expertise
with Iraqi’s struggling police force
in the relative safety of a heavily
fortified, desert compound was
too ruch to pass up.

Less than a year after joining
private contractor BLP Interna-

nss_ retired soldier Justin Saint,

— a father of two — and his
no:ﬁm:m former police veteran
Brendan Hurst, 38 — who be-
came a father for the first time
three weeks ago — have paid the
ultimate price.

The two men were killed on
Sunday when their convoy of
armoured vehicles was ambushed
while on the way to Baghdad from
the Iragi palice academy, about
150km to the south.

Former Queensland Correc-
tional Services guard Rob Brown
and an unnamed Filipino national

were also injured but were later
released from hospital. Mr Brown
is mow on his way home to
Australia for a scheduled holiday.

Saint, who left the army three
years ago after tours in East
Timor and the Solomons, was also
on his way home for a four-week
‘break with his wife and daughters
Jenna, 6, and Madeline, 9, after
his two-month rotation in the
compound. He reportedly told his

His tearful widow, —Am__v. Saint,
told the Seven Zﬁso_._r “Pm

angry because Pve lost my hus-
band. Pm angry because I'm
never going to see him again.

““There’s nothing he wouldn’t
do for those little girls, whatever
they wanted, whatever time they
needed, he gave it to them.

“He went to school shows, he
played with them; if they warited
to play Barbies, he played Barbies
with them.””

Saint’s sister-in-law, Jody Wil-
ton, said the former Townsville-
based army sergeant with ZRAR,
was 2 loving father who went to
frag in a bid to seqwe the

financial future for his young
family.

He had left the army three
years ago, alter 14 years of setvice,
and was desperate to get home to

worked in Iraq “on and off”* since
leaving the ammy. *“He hated
being away from Kelly and the
girls but he wanted to get his
fargily ahead in life,” he said.

“Kelly is shattered, espedally
with him being on his way home
for a four-week holiday.”

Hurst, a H-year veteran police-

finest

man who left the Queensland
force last year after serving as an
instructor in Brishane and Towns-
ville, was the training develop-
ment manager at the iraqi acad-
emy. He joined the convoy to
attend scheduled meetings with
senior police officials in Baghdad.
The men were working on
year-long contracts as instructors
for BLP International, which has
trained almost 20,000 Iraqi police
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GOLD Coast doctor Mohamed Haneef was in frequent and extensive contact with two men at
the centre of Britain's car-bomb plot on the eve of their failed terror attacks.

The Australian understands online communication between Dr Haneef and the bomb plotters was
prolific and that authorities have gathered significantly more evidence against him than has been
disclosed publicly.

This includes evidence that Dr Haneef's attempt two weeks ago to leave Australia for India on a
one-way ticket after the terror attacks in Britain was not linked to family issues, as his relatives
have claimed.

Authorities believe Dr Haneef knew of the British plot, but have yet to determine if he played an
active part.

Indian authorities are examining computer communication between Dr Haneef and a relative in
Bangalore sent hours before he tried to leave the country.

In his message, Dr Haneef made no mention of wanting to leave Australia to visit his baby, born in
Bangalore on June 27, or for other family reasons.

This is supported by testimony given to authorities by Dr Haneef's colleagues at Gold Coast
Hospital. His colleagues said Dr Haneef had made no mention of his planned trip to India, and
had commented often about how well it worked to have his family living in India while he was
working in Queensland.

Authorities believe Dr Haneef's attempted hasty exit from Australia on July 2 was directly linked to

the arrest of his cousin Kafeel Ahmed, who is near death with burns to 90 per cent of his body
after the failed Glasgow airport attack on June 30.

Computer records obtained by authorities reveal Dr Haneef's
Continued — Page 4
From Page 1

close links to both Kafeel Ahmed and his brother Sabeel continued right up until the failed
bombings in Glasgow and in London's West End on June 29.

Dr Haneef was charged at the weekend with supporting terrorism in connection with those
attacks.

Itis alleged that in Britain in May last year Dr Haneef gave a mobile phone SIM card to his cousin
Sabeel, who has been charged in Britain with having had information that could have prevented
an act of terrorism.

The SIM card was found in the Jeep Cherokee that was driven by Kafeel into the terminal at
Glasgow airport.

Dr Haneef's wife, Firdous, has said he wanted to fly to India to visit her and their daughter.
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She claimed he had bought a one-way ticket because they all wanted to fly back to Australia
together on a later date.
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