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Scotland
Yard to
question
Haneef

Mark Dodd
Patrick Walters

A SENIOR  counter-terrorism
investigator from New Scotland
Yard is expected to begin inquiries
in Brishane today fo establish
‘whether Indian dector Mohamed
Haneef was involved in last
week’s bomb attacks in Britain.
The female i i a chief

At 2 closed hearing at 1L30pm
on Tuesday, a Brisbane magis-
trate granted the AFP a further
48 hours under the “dead time®
provisions, which allow police to
stop the clock ticking on
the custodial  time-limit  to
conduct inquiries with overseas
counterparts.
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inspector  from the British
counter-terrorism command, who
is leading 2 small team of British
vc_ﬁm is this morning expected to
gain access to Dr Haneef, arrested
on Tuesday night over links with
the bornbers, .

No request has been made by
British authorities for the extradi-
tion of the Indian national, but
they remain interested in hunting
down every contact Dr Haneef,
27, has had with the teror
suspects arrested at the weekend.

Senior government sources last
night declined to rule out the
possibility that he was a facilitator
or part of a “sleeper™ cell con-
nected to the doctors detained in
Britain.

As the investigation continued
yesterday,  Australian  police
used anti-lerrotism laws to win
court approval to continue de-
taining Dr Haneef, pending for-
ther interviews.

He was held at an undisclosed
location in Brishane under Sec-
tion 23CB (2) of the Crimes Act,
amended in 2004-05 to incorpor-
ate anti-terror legislation, an Aus-
tralian Federat Police spokesman
said last night

“He actually hasnt been
arrested; he’s been detained,” the
spokesman said “No charges
have been laid”

After his initial arrest, Dr
Haneef was held for four hours
for questioning, after which police
sought a 20-hour extension,
which was granted by a federal
magistrate. His detention was
again extended for eight hours
after authorisation by a Brisbane
magistrate on Tuesday morming,

and
there may be legitimate reasons
for extended periods of detention
{for suspects in such matters,” the
AFP spokesman said.

The legislation does not specify
2 limit to the dead time, but does
require any extension to be
reasonable and necessary.

AFP  Commissioner ~ Mick
Keelty said the anti-terrorism
powers altowed police to hold Dr
Haneef for as long as they
believed necessary.

“We can hold him for s long
as a justice approves us to hold
him,” Mr Keelty said.

“We have to have reasonable
grounds to hold him and at
the moment he is co-operating
with us.

*“But I think it is important that
the message gets out that at the
end of the day, he may well be
free to leave™”

Speaking in Bega yesterday,
John Howard said it was tmpor-
tant to be awate that Dr Haneef
had not been charged with any
offence, despite his incarceration
under the federal Government’s
special anti-tervor powers.

“Until he is {charged) — and
he may not be, it will depend very
much on how the investigations
go — it is appropriate to extend
to him a presumption of
innocence” the Prime Minister
said.

Mr Howard said he was yet to
speak to British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown.

““Our two offices are arranging
for a phone call for later this
weel” he said.
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Tough time: Ahmed Elomar, left, and Mohammad Basal after belng released yesterday from nine days in military custody in Lebanon

Martin Chulov
Middle East correspondent

A FORMER Austrafian terror
suspect released without charge
by Lebanese military intefligence
officers claims he was tortured
repeatedly by interrogators as
they asked informed questions
ahout the Sydney Islamic scene.
The claims, by Australian fly-
weight boxing champion Ahmed
Elomar, raise the possibility that
information provided by ASIO, or
another government agency, was
used as a basis to torture an

Australian citizen.
Displaying bruises on his back,
ams and legs, the 24 id

Mir £lomar shows the brui

his back

father of two said his interroga-

took place seven years ago.
“They were claiming I had
been involved in_training™ Mr
Elomar said in Tripoli yesterday.
“That’s what they were ham-
mering me about, training train-
ing, training.

“100 per cent of that had to
come from ASIO. There was a lot
of stuff they were asking that was
very detailed and very precise and
was only known to people in
security back there.

“They kept asking me about a
termor group called GIYC™ he
continued, in reference to the
Globa! Islamic Youth Centre in

Police claim alarms Gold Coast hospital

From Page 1

suggested the prime suspect in the
bombings, Mohamimed Asha, was
found to have had contact with
Dr Haneef via email and fext
messages. But the Indian High
Commission and Dr Haneefs
wife insist he had innocently left
his mobile phone SIM card with
another doctor in Britain who is
now a suspect.

Dr Haneef had worked in the
English city of Liverpool before
applying for a job in o__sa_»:p
‘While his British
pired on March 14, Ncom _.m
Queensland émnunen did not
commence until September 4 and
it is unclear what Dr Haneef did
in the intervening six months.

Afer_moving to_the Gold
Coast, Dr Haneef initially lived
with his wife but she returned to

Bangalore, India, to give birth.
Having not seen his daughter
since she was born last week, the
27-year-old father obtained emer-
gency leave on Monday and
booked a one-way ticket to India
but was amested by police at
PBrisbane Airport that night, hav-
ing apparently been under sur-
veillance for several days.

““He’s being linked to this case
only because of this SIM card*”
Dr HaneePs wife Firdaus was
Eeo:nn as saying yesterday.

“He is innocent; he was just
coming to see his daughter,” she
says.

AFP Commissioner Mick Ke-
elty said on Tuesday that Dr
Haneef was detained on suspicion
of being ““connected to a terrorist
group” based on information
received from UK authorities at
the weekend.

His friend and colleague, Dr
Mohammed Asif Ali, was also
interviewed by police but released
without charge. Dr Haneef is
understood to have left his Japtop
with Dr Ali.

In interviews with police yes-
terday, hospital staff were told i
was vital they provide any infor-
mation that might shed Iight on
Dr Haneef’s contacts and inter-
ests since the Indian-trained med-
ical practitioner amived from Liv-
erpool.

“They were explaining why
they needed to talk 10 us They
said they were worried about the
potential for sleeper cells” a
senior hospital source told The
Australian. “They said the biggest
concern was the existence of a
sleeper cell. They were the words
they used. They said they were
taking it very seriously.’”

Dan Box

Bomb

UK authorities have made no
request for the extradition of Dr
Haneef, who is being held at the
Brisbane Watchhouse under Aus-
tralia’s  controversial  broad-
ranging counter-terrorism laws.

Dr Haneef was initially held for
four hours for questioning after
which police sought a 20-hour
extension granted by a federal
magistrate. His detention was
again extended for eight hours
after authorisation by a Brisbane
Tmagistrate on Tuesday moming.

This detention period expired
at 6pm on Tuesday and a further
12 hours of investigation time””
was granted.

At a closed hearing at 1130pm
on Tuesday a Brisbane magistrate
granted the AFP a further
48-hours under the ‘dead time’
provisions.

the southwestern Sydney suburb
of Liverpaol, run by radical cleric
Feiz Mchamed.

The centre has been under
close ASIO and police supervision
for the past five years and its
supporters are regularly con-
tacted by ASTO officers.

“They were also asking very
detailed stuff about Sheikh Feiz

Howard to
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There was no evidence that
Australia faced a direct military
threat either now or in the
foresceable fature.

But the paper wams military
forces in the Asia-Pacific region
are becoming increasingly soph-
isticated and says Australia must
work harder to ensure that its
forces retain a qualitative edge in
capability.

Tt paints a larger security role
for Japan, stating that trilateral
co-operation with the US and
Australia will become an increas-
ingly important part of the US
afliance framework

It says the pace and scope of
China’s military modernisation,
particularly the development of
“new and disruptive” capabili-

and saying how they were going
to get him if he came back here,”
Mr Elomar.

Mr Elomar and ancther NSW
man, Mohammad Basal, were
released on Monday night after
being detzined for nine days.

They were detained with two
former Sydney men, Prahim Sa-
bour and Omar Hadba, who face
terrorism charges in Lebanon.

‘The men said they were blind-
folded and handcuffed and often
threatened. Mr_Elomar said he
was regularly kicked, punched
and whipped and at one stage had
‘wax poured on his back.

“They grabbed me by my
beard and cursed the Prophet and
they front-kicked me in the
chest,” he said. “They made me
stand upright for eight hours and.
when I fell they just flogged me.
That happened many times.””

The men said their friend Mr
Sabour had been beaten worse
than Mr Elomar.

“Really, to tell you the truth,
don’t even want my land here any
more. I am going back to Austra-

{ia 100 per cent,” Mr Elomar said
He had arrived in Lebanon with
his wife Najat and tw children on
a family visit I5 days hefore his
arcest at the height of the Fatah
al-Islam uprising at Nahr al-
Barad camp near Tripoli.

Despite his beatings, he said he
still had faith in ASIO.

“I know ASIO are going to
want 1o question me, but in
Australia I ams more confident
than here. There are rules there
and | know they are not going to
hurt me, or flog me.”

The Australian embassy in Bei-
rut said it was aware of the claims
of torture made by Mr Elomar
and had repeatedly insisted to
Lebanese authorities that Austral-
ian citizens in custody must be
treated well.

An embassy spokesman said a
doctor would be asked to examine
Mr Elomar in the wake of his
allegations,

Both men have been told they
are free to resume their lives in
Lebanon and are no longer sus-
pected of links to extremism.

stand firm on Iraq

ties such as the recently tested
anti-satellite misstie could create
misunderstandings and instabil-
ity in the region.

Taiwan remains a source of
potential strategic miscalculation,
and were that to happen it will
have “disastrous consequences”
for the region.

““We must rethink the amount
of warning time we might receive
about a strategic shock and
closely watch the growth of
military capabilities in other de-
fence forces in our region,” the
update says.

1t dectares Australia must be
“the sole guarantor of its awn
security’” with the defenice force
able to defend Australia ““without
relying on the combat forces of
other countries.”

If Australia were ever 10 be

directly threatened, close allies
could be engaged elsewhere and
unable to assist.

““That may sound unlikely, but
it was a hard-eammed lesson from
the Second World War,” the
policy statement says.

The need for Australia’s mili-
tary to play a lead role in the
immediate region inciuding the
South Pacific dictated a high level
of preparedness.

“If need be, Australia must be
prepared o assume the burden of
maintaining peace and stability
locally, not least as a bulwark for
our own forces,™ it says.

“We can expect to see more
security parmerships and in-
creased co-operation with our
regional friends and allies,” the
update says.

Indian
officials
to meet
suspect

._.e= Koch
Bodd

OFFICJALS from the Indian

Brishane from Canberra last night
to meet Mohamed Haneef, who is
being_detained under counter-
terrorism legislation.

A spolcesman for _federal

doctor and consular representa-
tives had been arranged for today.
The meeting comes after

and Queensland police had failed
to respond to his request for
access to his countryman.

“We haven’t heard a thing
from the police,” Professor Singh
said. “It is not really satisfactory.
They should at least communi-
cate with us and let us know what
is happening

Professor Singh said there had
been only ome communication
from Dr Haneef — when he was
allowed fo contact the consulate
some hours after his arrest on
Monday night at Brishane’s Inter-
national airport.

*We want to find out basic
details — his place of birth, date
of birth in India” he said.

“We have failed to get any
details at afl>”

Eartier in Canberra, diplomatic
sources wamed of fears that Dr
Haneef’s arrest could spark ill-
feeling  toward  Australia’s
200,000-strong Indian comman-
. “Even as we await the

we hope there will be no backlash
against the Indian community in
Australia,” said a statement from
the High Commission.

‘Another diplomatic source said
Dr HaneePs famiy had pro-
claimed their son’s innocence, but
there were fears he might have
fallen in with “‘the wrong crowd””
while in Britain last year.

+Before leaving Liverpool, hte
(Dr Haneef) gave his SIM card to
colleagues — another doctor — it
was no use to him (Dr Haneef),”
said one source.

““But having been in Liverpool
with all these gays, perhaps the
family don’t know what he did.”

Dr HaneeP’s Indian upbringing
and education did not appear to
indicate any political radicalisa-
tion, he said.

Acting on a request by Scotland
Yard, Dr Haneef was arrested as
he prepared to board 2 one-way
flight to India via Kuala Lumpur.

His detention was extended
under Austrafia’s contentious
counter-terrorism faws late on
after federal police
sought court permission to hold
him for questioning for an addi-
tional 48 hours.

The arrest spurred calls yester-
day by independent Senate candi-
date for Queensiand, James
Baker, for the Government to
intern radical Muslims.

““With the detention in Austra-
lia of a person allegedly con-
nected to the Glasgow bombings,
Australia cannot afford to wait
until there is a terrorist attack at
home until it decides what to do
afterwards,”* Mr Baker said

Bt his call was dismissed by
Mr Ruddock, who said intern-
ment was not “practical”.

“The Govemment believes
more could be obtained or
achieved by working co-operat-
ively with the Mustim community
in identifying those who pose a
problem,” he said

Family reeling from the

TRANS TASMAN

LOGISTICS

Treating New Zealand as the seventh state of Australla .m a
mistake many busi have made. Cuitural and

differences are many and Australian and intemational
companies need to pay due respect to them to ensure
business runs smoothly.

On Thursday July 12, The Austrafian will publish Trans
Tasman Logistics. The report will focus on companies
that work the New Zealand connection well; companies
i:o excel in their logistics. Freight, transport, m:u supply

licy and practice. This editorially focussed

report is m: _aom_ opportunity for all stakeholders in Trans
ir success, their

services in the country's largest seliing national newspaper

with Australia’s most influential and affluent readership,

Don't miss this special report in The Australian on
Thursday July 12
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ONE of the two doctars gues-
tioned by federal police in con-
nection with the attempted car-
bomb attacks in Britain is recon-
sidering his professional fatare
after spending yesterday besieged
in his home.

Mohammed Asif Ali, a junior

doctor at the Gold Coast Hasp-
tal, was told he was free o go 5

over his relationship with col-
league Mohamed Haneef, who
was armested late on Monday.

Mick Keelly yesterday insisted
there was o proven

-link doctor Ummmmma

Surrounded: Mohammed Asif Ali*s Gold Caast home

Ean_n:»ao:_ng.nniu
career at the hospital. ]

had contacted the hospital to
ensure Dr Ali be given “appro-

between Dr Ali and the attacks.

“This person is now free to go,
and free to go about his own
business, and we should respect
his liberty and his privacy,” Mr
Keelty said.

When asked whether he
tanned to return to work at the
ospital, Dr Ali saic ““I don’t

know what I am going to o

He denied any knowledge of
the attempted car bombings in
London and Glasgow and said he
was very tired after a difficult
night. A neighbour of Dr Ali, who
‘'had spoken to him by telephone,
said he was terrifid by the
number of reporters outside his
home.

Queensland Health Minister
Stephen Robertson said he was
concerned that Dr Ali had been
publicly named ““far o0 early”

Reporters
his home, in the Gold Coast
suburb of Southport, early om
Tuesday afternoon when police
raided the wnit, eventually carry-
ing out bags full of Dr Al’s
possessions.

“Qne would imagine that he
might be having a range of
thoughts about his career on the
Gold Coast with Queensland
Health,” Mr Robertson said.

“The problem is, unfortu-
nately, this person has been
named. It now appears he has
had nothing to do with the
allegations that are bouncing
around. You would then uader-
stand that he would find himself
in a very difficult position being
so publicly identified, in my view,
far too early.”

Senior staff in his department

nce””, Mr Roberston
wv:r ‘The minister had received
no indication the doctor was

Ali might have to reconsider his
Gold Coast posting.

““Bearing in mind the amount
of media focus on this and the
attention on the hospital,
Queensland Health will need to
talk through with him whether
this is an appropriate place for
him to actually practise medi-
cine,” Mr Beattie said

Gold Coast Health Service
Acting Manager Brian Bell said
Dr Ali and Dr Haneef would
remain employees of the hospital,
unless either was charged in
relation to the attadc.

Additional reporting: AAP

arrest

From Page 1

brother’s phome call from Australia on
Monday, they spoke excitedly. Just an hour
and 2 half before leaving his rented flat in
Seuthport, Dr Haneef primed Shoaib on his
flight plan and arrival time in Bangalore.

In true Indian fashion, the group welcome
at the aifport was being organised. Shuaiv
said his brother sounded nomal but excited
about seeing his daughter. He said nothing
about any concerns over terrorism in Britain,
or that Australian authorities might take an
interest in his contacts and movements.

Less than 24 hours after Shoaib began
looking forward to Dr Haneef’s artival, the
family discavered from the media that he had
been arrested by Austrafian Federal Police.

Shoaib an engineering student, said his
family was reeling over the arrest. The
suggestion that their quiet, well-mannered
and intelligent son and sibling could have
links with terrorist or Islamic fundamentalist
groups draws immediate rebuttal Shoaib
says his brother is a moderate Mustim.

*“When he gets the time, he prays — five
times a day,” says Shoaib. “He straddled the
modernt world and his religion with ease.””

According to Samayya, he followed all the
norms asked for by Islamic tradition and was
not “particularly radical” in his views.

The family’s confusion has turned into
anger against Australian authorities. Since
Dr HaneePs detention, there has been no
telephone or email contact from him.

Shoaib said his family was “‘completely
‘bewildered”, and that his brother had bought
a one-way tickat hecause it was the cheapest
option. The Gold Coast Hospital has con-
firmed that Dr Haneef asked on Monday for
“emergency leave™ to visit his wife and
daughter, who has been suffering jaundice.

of their golden boy

A son of a schoolteacher from Mudigere, 2
provingial town in interior Chickmagatur in
the district of Karnataka, Dr Haneef has
supported his family and relatives financiafly
in recent years.

‘When his father, Shami Khaleel, died in a
bus accident a decade ago, the young Haneef
was still in high school. He was admitted to
the Ambedkar Medicat College in Bangalore
and qualified in 2002

His family had managed to eke out their
living on his father's pension and some
support from the Education Department,
along with rental income from their proper-
ties in Mudigere.

After he was admitted to medical college,
his family moved to Bangalore to support
hirn. After his medical college internship, he
got his first job in a small local hospital, then
passed the examinations to go to Britain, a
magnet for many young Indian doctors.

His family says he worked at the Liverpool
Royal University Hospital, then returned to
get married in November 2005.

The newlyweds returned soon afterwards
to Britain until moving in July last year tothe
Gold Coast for 2 job that began in early
September. She réturned to Bangalore in
March to await the birth of their child in the
familiarity of her parents’ home,

Since maving to Australia, Dr Haneef has
not been back to Britain, his family insists.
They say it is vidiculous to suggest he was
involved in the London plot and Glasgow
airport borbing, given that he has not visited
Britain for 12 months.

Friends from his medical college recalt a
“Jow-profile guy” who was earmest and
avoided attention.

““My brother used to attend 2il his classes
and after class he would spend all his time at

home,”* said Sumayya
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A SENIOR counter-terrorism investigator from New Scotland Yard is expected to begin
inquiries in Brisbane today to establish whether Indian doctor Mohamed Haneef was involved in
last week's bomb attacks in Britain.

The female investigator, a chief inspector from the British counter-terrorism command, who is
leading a small team of British police, is this morning expected to gain access to Dr Haneef,
arrested on Tuesday night over links with the bombers. .

No request has been made by British authorities for the extradition of the Indian national, but they
remain interested in hunting down every contact Dr Haneef, 27, has had with the terror suspects
arrested at the weekend.

Senior government sources last night declined to rule out the possibility that he was a facilitator or
part of a "sleeper” cell connected to the doctors detained in Britain,

As the investigation continued yesterday, Australian police usedanti-terrorism laws to win court
approval to continue detaining Dr Haneef, pending further interviews.

He was held at an undisclosed location in Brisbane under Section 23CB (2) of the Crimes Act,
amended in 2004-05 to incorporate anti-terror legislation, an Australian Federal Police spokesman
said last night.

"He actually hasn't been arrested; he's been detained,”" the spokesman said. "No charges have
been laid."

After his initial arrest, Dr Haneef was held for four hours for questioning, after which police sought
a 20-hour extension, which was granted by a federal magistrate. His detention was again
extended for eight hours after authorisation by a Brisbane magistrate on Tuesday morning.

At a closed hearing at 11.30pm on Tuesday, a Brisbane magistrate granted the AFP a further
48hours under the "dead time" provisions, which allow police to stop the clock ticking on
thecustodial time-limit to conduct inquiries with overseas counterparts.

"This recognises that terrorism investigations can be complex and there may be legitimate
reasons for extended periods of detention for suspects in such matters,” the AFP spokesman
said.

The legislation does not specify a limit to the dead time, but does require any extension to be
reasonable and necessary.

AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty said the anti-terrorism powers allowed police to hold Dr Haneef
for as long as they believed necessary.

“We can hold him for as long as a justice approves us to hold him," Mr Keelty said.
"We have to have reasonable grounds to hold him and at themoment he is co-operating with us.

"But I think it is important that the message gets out that at the end of the day, he may well be free
to leave.”

2008 Factiva, Inc. All rights reserved.



Speaking in Bega yesterday, John Howard said it was important to be aware that Dr Haneef had
not been charged with any offence, despite his incarceration under the federal Government's
special anti-terror powers.

“Until he is (charged) -- and he may not be, it will depend very much on how the investigations go
-- it is appropriate to extend

to him a presumption of innocence,"” the Prime Minister said.
Mr Howard said he was yet to speak to British Prime Minister Gordon Brown.
"Our two offices are arranging for a phone call for later this week," he said.
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